
 

The health effects of climate change: What does a nurse need to know?

   
   
   
Abstract:

The scientific evidence for anthropogenic climate change has been established with increasing precision
and there are widespread concerns about its potential to undermine the public health gains of the past
century. There is also a growing consensus across private and public sector organisations at national and
international level that carbon reduction should be a policy aim. Various international nursing organisations
have made strong position statements on the issue, arguing that nurses should be actively engaged as part
of their roles in both health promotion and clinical practice. We point to education for sustainability initiatives
in other health professions and share resources for curriculum development in nursing. The nurses of
tomorrow will make a unique and significant contribution to protecting population health in an unstable
climate, if today's nursing educators can help prepare them for this role.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.nedt.2012.05.012   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  
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resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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